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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

End of year activities are on the horizon and 
classrooms are bustling with activity. One 
particularly exciting activity that occurs this time of 
year is hatching of chicks in our kindergarten 
classrooms.  As part of our kindergarten science 
curriculum, the students are studying the life cycle 
of a chick.  Those interested in watching the 
hatching progress were able to view a livestream 
of one of our district incubators. 
 
The Board of Education passed the 2015-2016 
budget at their April 27, 2015 meeting.  Program 
improvements include the completion of the multi-
year phase-in of the Chinese World Language 

Program and funding for new mathematic 
materials, supplies, curriculum writing and 
training.  Additionally all programs and class 
sizes will be maintained.  Click here to view the 
entire budget presentation including cost drivers, 
capital expenditures and school tax rates. 
 
For the first time in many years, we have district 
calendars approved for the next two years.  Click 
here  to view the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 
district calendars.   
 
Finally, enjoy these long-awaited spring days.  
Summer is around the corner! 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa Antunes 

Developing Self Esteem in Our Students 
Everyone benefits when students feel good about 
themselves and have a high degree of self-
esteem.  Happy children make life calmer and 
more enjoyable for parents, teachers, and 
themselves. 
 
Helping students develop self-esteem must be a 
partnership between the school and home.  If a 
student’s self-confidence is destroyed at school, 
no matter what you do at home, it will be almost 
impossible to bring that level of self-esteem back 
to where it should be.  The opposite is just as true. 
 
Students who exhibit low self-esteem are more 
likely to experiment with drugs and other 
dangerous substances, turn off to education, and 
generally challenge adults. 
 
Here are some proven ideas on how we can all 
help students develop high self-esteem: 
 
 Emphasize the good things children do, 

not the bad.  Reward them.  Give praise, 
recognition, a special privilege, or increased 
responsibility for a job well done. 

 

 Take children’s ideas, emotions, and 
feelings seriously.  Do not diminish them. 

 
 Be a good role model.  Let your children 

know that you feel good about yourself.  
Also, let them see that you, too, can make 
mistakes and learn from them. 

 
 Have reasonable expectations for your 

children.  Help them set reasonable goals so 
they can achieve success. 

 
 Help your children take responsibility for 

their actions.  Children make poor choices 
sometimes.  Instead of excusing the actions, 
parents are supposed to help them own up 
to and learn from them. 

 
 Help your children develop tolerance 

toward those with different values, 
backgrounds and norms.  Point out other 
people’s strengths. 

 
 Give your children responsibility.  They 

will feel useful and valued. 
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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History Comes Alive at Amsterdam 
School 
On March 26 and 27, history came alive at 
Amsterdam School! The much anticipated 
Third Grade Seventh Annual Living Wax 
Museum took place.  
 
Prior to this event, each 3rd grade student 
chose a famous person who made an 
impact on today’s society. The student 
choices consisted of athletes, scientists, 
thinkers, peacemakers, presidents, 
entertainers, authors, polit icians, 
entrepreneurs and many more. Once a 

student made his/her choice and was 
approved by the classroom teacher, he/
she began the research. The student’s 
goal was to gather enough information 
to become that “face in history”! They 
used many sources to gain their 
information including Fun Facts and 
World Book Encyclopedia Online. 
Students prepared for the opening of 
the museum by making posters, 
preparing a costume and writing a short 
biography about the person. Students 
created a timeline of their person using 
Google Drawing Apps. Each child 
prepared a short speech which 
highlighted events from the historical 
figure’s life.   
 
The opening of the museum was met 
with great excitement from students, 
parents and community members. It 
was designed to be informative and 
interactive. As visitors entered the 
museum, they were greeted by the 
museum curators (3rd grade teachers) 
and silence. The students, dressed as 
their icons, lined the walls of 
Amsterdam School. Posters hung on 
the wall above them to identify their 
exhibit and provide information for the 
visitors. As the visitors approached 

each exhibit they touched a button 
and the character came alive. The 
historical figure treated the guest to 
a short summary of their life’s 
greatest  achievements. The 
students as well as all who attended 
walked away with new knowledge 
and a keener insight into the 
historical figures who have shaped 
our society and culture. 
 
The museum is closed now but we 
can’t wait for the reopening in March 
2016! Hope you will visit us then! 
 
There was a twist to Read Across 
America this year at Amsterdam 
School. This year, we celebrated 
Read Across America with a 
"Seusstasic" assembly filled with Dr. 
Seuss Fun! Students were given the 
remainder of the 2015 school year to 
complete 13 of 15 reading 
challenges. We know our students 
are up to this challenge. 
 
Amsterdam School participated in a 
successful Amsterdam School 
Sticks Together Campaign. We 
collected band-aids with characters, 
vibrant colors, and wacky designs. 
These band-aids will be donated to 
The Cancer Institute of New Jersey 
and used for children who are 
undergoing chemotherapy. We hope 
that a zany band-aid can bring a 
smile to a child. 
 
I  am happy to report the 
Amsterdam School Variety Show 
happened after a week delay! What 
an entertaining event! It really 
showcased our students’ humor, 
talent and creativity. It was 
spectacular!!!!! Thank your Mr. Miller 
and ASHA for helping our students 
to entertain us! 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

though, was the overall favorite. Each 
student had the opportunity to visit the Star 
Lab. Volunteer Bill Conway led the students 
on this stargazing adventure as the night 
sky came alive and the children realized 
that there is a beautiful show that they can 
view every clear night right from their own 
backyards. At 3:00, HES sent home some 
very tired, happy 3rd graders, who had 
certainly learned a whole lot about space. It 
was definitely an “out of this world” 
experience! 
 
“Out of this World” Adventure Stories 
Mrs. Jett’s 3rd grade students are published 
writers of “Out of this World” adventure 
stories. During the space unit, the students 
chose a topic of interest such as planets, 
constellations or other solar system topics 
and used many different resources to gain 
background knowledge for their science 
fiction stories. The children each wrote 
adventures using their research to tell, “If I 
could go to outer space, I would go to…” 
along with an illustration. Mrs. Jett sent the 
book out to be published after each child 
wrote a rough draft, made revisions and 
edited their final copies. Once the printed 
books arrived back, the children were very 
proud of their accomplishments. Principal 
Susan Eckstein celebrated the occasion by 
encouraging each child to read their favorite 
parts when the class presented her with her 
own copy of the book. The students were 
excited to read their books to their 1st grade 
buddies and have donated a copy to the 
entire school to be placed in the HES 

library.  
 
Second Grade Poetry 
Roses are red.  
Violets are blue. 
The 2nd grade is writing 
poems for you! 
 
The 2nd grade has begun 
a unit on poetry in writing 
and reading. Students will 
wr i te  a  t rad i t iona l 
Japanese Haiku, create a 
concrete poem with 
shapes and colors, and try 
their hand at rhyming. 

From space to Read Across America, “Oh, the 
places you’ll go” is a VERY fitting description of 
the past month at HES! 
 
Space Day  
On Thursday, February 26, 3rd grade students 
at Hillsborough Elementary School participated 
in the school’s Fifth Annual Space Day. Over 
120 students spent the day moving through five 
different space-themed activities. In one room, 
children tried their hand at doing tasks that 
required fine motor coordination while wearing 
large “astronaut” gloves, searched the app Sky 
Map to locate constellations in the sky, and 
visited the NASA site to view images from the 
Hubble Telescope. In another center, students 
used their knowledge of traditional literature to 
craft the story of how a constellation that they 
created came to be. Everyone enjoyed creating 
“star gazers” from Pringles containers, as well 
as learning the constellations and signs of the 
zodiac. There was much excitement when the 
students discovered under which sign they 
were born. In addition, after watching a short 
music video, the students learned about all the 
phases of the moon and then created a 
diagram that showed the movement of the 
moon around the Earth. The fifth center, 

Classes will be picking books from the 
library to provide examples to immerse 
themselves in the genre.  
 
Family Fun Night 
During the month of March, Ms. Rutz 
and Mr. Schendel offered four Family 
Fun Nights for the students in 1st 
through 4th grades. Each night parents 
and their children were able to 
participate in activities similar to the 
ones their children play in physical 
education class. Each session was 
designated for a different grade level 
which meant that about 70 parents/
students played each night. Parents/
students played throwing games, 
shooting games, exercise games, and a 
nutrition game. Although the event was 
free, Ms. Rutz collected donations for 
Safe in Hunterdon and was able to 
collect over $600 for this women’s 
shelter. It was a fun night for everyone 
involved.  Ms. Rutz and Mr. Schendel 
would like to thank all those who came 
and for their donations. 
 
Going “Gaga” at HES 
T.J. Harkins presented his Eagle Scout 
project to HES on April 14. A 7th grade 
student at Hillsborough Middle School, 
T.J. chose to honor his former 
elementary school with the outcome of 
his Eagle Scout project by choosing to 
build a Gaga pit on the campus 
(including spectator benches and a rules 
plaque), much to the delight of HES 
students. This very popular game tests 
agility, speed, and accuracy as students 
tap a soft ball toward each other and 
move out of the way to avoid being out. 
A much kinder take on the game of 
dodgeball from yesteryear, T.J.’s efforts 
to create a Gaga pit left HES students, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

Our young authors and illustrators 
narrated their drawing and published 
their final presentation on the 
Sunnymead Library Media Center 
website.  Click here to view the 
students’ projects. 
 
Sunnymead’s 3rd and 4th grade 
students have been utilizing their 
Nexus 7 tablets in tandem with the 
Destiny Quest Mobile app to look up 
resources by author, title, and 
keywords. Through this process, 
students gain a deeper understanding 
of how to use the Destiny system. 
Furthermore, 4th grade students are 
researching different states and are 
utilizing non-fiction books and online 
resources such as World Almanac for 
Kids.    
 
During the first week of March, our 
Scholastic Book Fair transformed the 
Sunnymead library into our very own 
book store. There, students found 
hundreds of books from their favorite 
authors and genres.  

Here at Sunnymead Elementary School, 
many exciting learning activities are taking 
place in the library media center.   

 
Our kindergartners and 1st grade students 
have been learning the difference 
between nonfiction and fiction literature by 
examining relevant books, themes and 
authors.   
 
Second grade students have recently 
completed a unit on folktales. Through a 
collaborative effort, the 2nd grade 
teaching team and librarian Mrs. 
Castellano developed lessons that 
fostered students’ ability to compare and 
contrast different versions of folktales and 
identify key elements including: problem/
solution, good characters, evil characters, 
royalty, magic and repeating patterns. As 
a culminating project, students selected 
one element of a folktale to illustrate.   
 

Second Grade Dino Dig 
Wow! The 2nd graders had a blast 
digging up fossils at the Dino Dig. 
Shark teeth, minerals, and real 
dinosaur fossils were found by very 
excited students. They worked 
cooperatively in small groups as they 
dusted off each finding. The 
paleontologists were impressed with 
the knowledge the students had 
about fossils and dinosaurs. They 
even got to show off their math skills 
as they measured the length of a 
triceratops. It was awesome to see 
the large fossil of a triceratops’s skull, 
and the students giggled at its name, 
Mr. Nixon. Students had a great time 
browsing the museum of photographs 
and artifacts brought from the 
pa leon to log is ts ’  ac tua l  f ie ld 
experiences. It was a great 
culminating activity for our science 
and REACH study of fossils. 
 
 

http://www.htps.us/Page/3487
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

March started off with some very 
wintery weather, giving us some 
delayed openings and even a snow 
day! With PARCC testing scheduled for 
March 2, our Read Across America 
celebration was a bit more low key than 

usual. Our theme for this year, 
“Light Up A Book” was celebrated 
with a whole school assembly, 
“Prismatic Magic - Reading Laser 
Show”. Students enjoyed an 
exciting laser display and 

received finger lights to use at 
home, all courtesy of our fantastic 
HSA. 
 
Fourth graders attended an 
exciting, interactive weather 
assembly by Meteorologist John 
Marshall. Students learned about 
forecasting the weather and how a  
“green screen” works. Students and 
teachers had the opportunity to try 
their hand at reporting the weather. 
 
The next month should be equally 
as exciting! Triangle School…. It’s 
GRRRRREAT!! 
 



The month of 
March brought 
with it an extra 
special focus 
on reading at 
W o o d f e r n 
Schoo l .  In 
honor of Read 
A c r o s s 
America Day, 

Woodfern School saw a flurry of 
reading activity as many guest readers 
visited classrooms to share their 
favorite books with our students. Even 

Mr. Kerrigan joined in the fun as he 
read to several classes! 
 
To further show our dedication to 
reading, Woodfern had an 
assembly for the entire school that 
focused specifically on reading. On 
March 17, all Roadrunners got 
together in our gymnasium to 
commemorate one of our favorite 
authors, Dr. Seuss. Mrs. Maryann 
Tapp, our teacher of the year, 
assisted by Mr. Ralph Losanno and 
Pr inc ipa l  Steven Kerr igan, 
presented a special multimedia 

reading of Dr. Seuss’s classic 
book, The Cat in the Hat. Our 
school mascot, the Roadrunner, 
made a special appearance 
with a few Dr. Seuss classics 
which established the themes 
for our dress-up days for the 
week. Each dress-up day was 
tied to aspects of good 
character. Our assembly 
culminated with Woodfern’s 
Reading Specialist, Ms. Dana 
Rosen, leading the school in 
taking the Woodfern Reader’s 
Challenge Pledge. All of our 
roadrunners are very excited to 
read as much as they can in the 
coming days! 
 
 
 
 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Honored Artists 
Anthony Salamanca, an AM preschool 
student in Ms. Valerie Ziobro's pre-school 
class, was selected as Artsonia's Pre-K 
through 3rd Grade "Artist of the Week" for 
March 29 through April 4, 2015. During 
the week long contest, Anthony’s artwork 
received 5,212 votes from Artsonia.com 
website visitors. Anthony was awarded a 
plaque as well as Dick Blick gift 
certificates for both himself and the 
school's art department.    
  
The Performing Arts Center in New Jersey 
has selected two of our creative Wildcats, 
2nd grader Samantha Green, and 3rd 
grader Laina Denys, to have their 
artwork included in their student 
spring exhibit starting on May 9.  
 
Printmaking workshop 
Woods Road School was privileged to 
have artists from The Printmaking Center 
of New Jersey visit to teach a workshop 
on silk screening to our 4th grade 
students. Each 4th grade artist created a 
stencil of an animal with construction 
paper, paying close attention to the 
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positive and negative 
space when they were 
c u t t i n g  o u t  t h e 
stencils. Next, each 
student worked with the 
visiting print maker to 
transfer their design onto a 
T-shirt.  To see the final 
results, we encourage you 
to attend the art show 
on June 5 and 6 to see 
students wearing their 
artwork.  
 
Grounds for Sculpture 
Third grade students spent 
the day visiting Grounds 
for Sculpture in Hamilton 
Township.  We were able 
to spend time examining a 
variety of sculptures from 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  t o 
abstract. Students enjoyed 
viewing the different artworks as well 
as exploring the different trails and 
hidden pathways. We also learned 
how artist and founder of the grounds, 
Sewart Johnson, recreates many 

famous 19th century paintings by 
transforming them into three 
dimensional spaces as he explains 
"to allow an intimacy that the 
paintings do not allow themselves."  
 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

Grade Level Assemblies  
On February 24, the entire 5th grade 
attended an assembly featuring the a 
cappella vocal band Ball in the House.  
The band performed songs that 
ranged in style from doo wop and R & 
B to current pop hits. The primary goal 
of the assembly was to provide an 
educational link between vocal music 
taught in school and the pop music 
that students may hear on the radio. 
Prior to the program, homeroom 
teachers were provided study guides 
which outlined concepts that would be 
addressed during the assembly.  
Topics including rhythm, melody, 
harmony, and percussion were 
addressed, as well as songwriting and 
vocal arrangements.   
 
On March 3, the 6th graders were 
treated to an assembly featuring The 
Mayhem Poets. The Mayhem Poets 
are a contemporary poetry group who 
integrates elements of hip hop, 
theatre, improvisation, and stand-up 
comedy into each performance. 
Utilizing each of these elements, The 
Mayhem Poets delivered a powerful 
rendition that challenged each student 
to view poetry and life in new ways.   
 
Both assemblies were made possible 
through the efforts and contributions of 
the Auten Road Home and School 
Association!   
 
Spotlight on Students  
On April 13, the ARIS Goes Green 
Club provided a presentation to the 
Hillsborough Township Board of 
Education as a part of Superintendent 
Dr. Schiff’s monthly Spotlight on 
Students. Visitors to the Board 
meeting were educated on the current 
status of recycling in the United States. 
Club members then provided a snap 

Watershed Presentations  
Throughout the week in February, all 5th 
grade students were treated to a science 
presentation from an environmental 
ambassador from the Stony Brook- 
Millstone Watershed, who helped our 
students explore the question, “What 
exactly is a watershed?” The students 
part ic ipated in an interact ive 
demonstration to learn about the effects of 
various point source and non-point source 
pollutants that affect our waterways. To 
simulate common pollutants, students 
poured oils, sauces, spices and sprinkles 
onto a demonstration table to represent 
fertilizer, oil spills, animal waste, 
pesticides, road salt, soil, and litter.  The 
ambassador then simulated rain by 
pouring water over these mock-pollutants, 
and students witnessed how they 
combined within the water source. The 
demonstrat ion helped students 
understand that a watershed is an area of 
land that drains into a particular body of 
water, such as a stream, river, pond or 
lake and that all pollutants on land 
eventually end up in our waterways. 
 
As a local link, students learned that the 
Millstone River flows to the Raritan River, 
which empties into the Raritan Bay near 
Sandy Hook. The Stony Brook-Millstone 
Watershed spans across 26 towns in five 
counties. The students were amazed to 
see how all areas of the community 
contribute to water pollution. They 
strategized and discussed ways to 
eliminate water pollution in our 
community. After the presentation, the 
students were inspired to start cleaning 
up, starting right here at Auten Road!  
Click here to learn more about how you 
and your children can participate in local 
clean-ups! 
 
 
 

shot regarding the progress taking 
place at Auten Road in a variety of 
green initiatives started by the club. A 
huge “thank you” to the ARIS Goes 
Green Club advisors, Ms. Patrick and 
Ms. Biddulph. Also, thank you to each 
of our student members:  Tasha 
Khosla, Alexandra Cline, Harleen 
Dhaliwal, William Chen, Fiona 
Crossman, Samantha Fiduk, Kevin 
Coakley, Patrick O’Kane, Chris 
Dinardi, Zunnurain Essani, Sabina 
Farrell, Grade McHugh, Caitlin Quinn, 
Sreya Sanyals, Katherine Scheflen, 
Diksha Sharma, Hiba Siddiqui, Olivia 
Tindal, Jiya Sharma, Morgan 
Hodorowski, and Pranav Nandamuri. 
Your hard work is paying off!     
 
Art Show  
On March 26, ARIS art teachers Ms. 
Ann-Marie Pahoulis and Ms. Marissa 
Marton, held a public art exhibit in the 
school’s atrium. The exhibit featured 
over 400 pieces of work from 
students in the 5th and 6th grade.  
Mrs. Pahoulis’s students created 
ceramic dragons and bas relief 
sculptures, shaded pencil drawings to 
depict value, watercolor landscapes, 
repoussè foil designs, woven designs 
and line pattern drawings that 
showed movement. Miss Marton’s 
students created chalk pastel 
landscapes, linoleum block prints 
incorporating pattern and rhythm, 
linoleum block prints of animals 
incorporating collage and color 
families, watercolor grid paintings, 
and radial symmetry designs using 
sharpie marker. Ms. Marton and Ms. 
Pahoulis wish to thank all of the 
families that came out to view the 
fantastic art work! 
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings 

HMS Musical - Guys and Dolls, Jr. 
The Musical Theatre Troupe of HMS 
proudly presented this year’s spring 
musical “Guys and Dolls, Jr.” The 
production was led by Brandon 
Luckenbaugh as Sky Masterson, Erin 
Mooney as Sarah Brown, Sedona 
Knitowski as Miss Adelaide, and 
Jason Guarino in the role of Nathan 
Detroit. Close to a hundred students 

came together under the 
direction of Ms. Barbara 
Szabo and Ms. Lucinda 
Ferreri, on stage and 
behind the scenes from 
stage crew to costumes 
and make-up, lighting, and 
the pit band under the 
direction of Ms. Ciji Coates 
fo r  th i s  t r i umphan t 
production.   
 
GEMS Club Shares Solar 
Power with Peru 
Seventh grade science 
teacher, Mrs. Lisa Kiel, and 
her daughter, Mount Saint 
Mary Academy junior 
Sarah Kiel, recently 
completed a special 

renewable energy project with the 
newly formed GEMS club (Girls in 
Engineering, Math & Science) at 
HMS. The club consists of 25 7th and 
8th grade girls who  researched 
energy poverty around the world along 
with renewable energy solutions to 
address the problem. Combining their 
passion for technology and service to 
others, the girls constructed a portable 

solar electric system called a 
Solar Suitcase, which was 
designed by the nonprofit 
organization We Share Solar to 
provide lighting and charge 
electronic devices in areas 
without reliable electricity. The 
completed portable solar panel 
and charging system was given 
to a Princeton University trustee 
who traveled with Princeton 
students to the Sacred Valley of 
Peru where the device was 
carried via mule across the 
Andes Mountains and installed in 
the elementary school in the 
village of Chancha Chancha. 
The installation marks the first 
time that this remote village has 
had electricity of any kind and, at 
13,000 feet, the highest Solar 
Suitcase in the world. With the 
help of HMS Spanish teacher, 
Mrs. Cecilia Parry, the club sent 
a letter of introduction to the 
students in their native language. 
The Princeton students who 
installed the Solar Suitcase in 
Peru will return to HMS this fall 
to share their experiences with 
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Spring has finally sprung, and smiles are 
abounding as students and staff members 
embrace the warmer weather, the outdoors, 
and the many outstanding things occurring 
at Hillsborough High School. 
 
Senior Sara Jafri was awarded a $1000 
Joseph Adams Scholarship from the 
American Association of Teachers of 
Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP) who, 
through the Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica 
(SHH), awards twelve $2000 and forty-eight 
$1000 scholarships to graduating senior 
class members of SHH. Sara was 
nominated by her honor society advisor, 
Mrs. Blanca Varela. 
 
On March 17, the Hillsborough High School 
chapter of the National Honor Society held 
its annual induction ceremony. Before an 
audience of proud parents, family members, 
and HHS educators and administrators, the 
existing members proudly introduced each 
new inductee, adding 104 juniors and 22 
seniors to the chapter’s roster. Following a 
candlelit processional, the current officers of 
NHS (President Maxwell Zylowski, Vice 
President Stephanie Yang, Secretary Kelly 
Amen, Treasurer Matthew Kim, and Public 
Relations Officer Anuja Menon) described 
each of the pillars of the National Honor 
Society (scholarship, character, service, 
and leadership), the tenets on which 
membership in this prestigious organization 
is built. Congratulations to the newest 
members of the National Honor Society on 
their accomplishment and to Ms. Christine 
Haas, advisor, for organizing a wonderful 
event honoring the inductees. 
 
Congratulations to Ms. Cheryl Iaione and 
Mr. Todd Sudol, who were inducted into the 
New Jersey Scholastic Coaches 

Association Hall of Fame for the Class of 
2015. Their hard work with the athletes 
and integrity in the particular sports has 
been on display for years, and they have 
been recognized by the coaches 
association for their efforts. Ms. Iaione 
coaches softball and girls volleyball, and 
Mr. Sudol coaches boys/girls swimming 
and boys/girls volleyball. Other recent 
inductees include:  Mr. Richard Refi - 
Cross Country/Winter Track/Spring Track - 
Class of 2009; Mr. Steve Molinaro- 
Wrestling - Class of 2014; and Ms. Beth 
Murrin - Gymnastics/ Girls Lacrosse - 
Class of 2014. 
 
Annually, the Somerset County Principals’ 
Association selects two students from 
each high school in the county to be 
recognized as their school’s Scholar 
Athletes. This year Savannah Zhang and 
Bradley Zdroik were named the 
Hillsborough High School Scholar Athletes 
based upon their overall high degrees of 
academic and athletic accomplishment.  
Balancing rigorous course work and 
competitive athletic schedules... while 
excelling at both… is a true 
accomplishment! 
 
During April, lucky audience members 
were treated to the annual PALS Lip Sync 
performance. PALS is a school activity that 
pairs regular education students with 
special education students for an 
assortment of meetings, trips, dances, and 
other fun, social events throughout the 
year. The lip sync is one of the highlights, 
as the joint efforts of the students to 
perform to favorite songs are always met 
with cheers and joyful celebration.  
(Pictured, senior Honor Griffin shows off 
his anti-gravity dance moves to an amazed 

crowd alongside his dance partner, senior 
Samantha Szych.)  
 
Congratulations to Jared Silverstein, 
senior, who was named the 2015 National 
YoungArts Foundation Winner in Jazz/
Jazz Percussion. In the award letter, 
Executive Director emphasized the 
challenge of this selection, completed 
through a “multi-tiered, blind adjudication 
process and evaluated by celebrated 
masters in their artistic fields.” Jared was 
one of 787 honorees from a pool of 11,000 
music students nationwide. 
 
Mr. Matthew Chernoff's calculus class 
worked together with students from Wilson 
High School in Pennsylvania to apply their 
subject knowledge in a professional 
context. Students formed groups as 
members of an advertising agency to 
design a business logo using 
mathematical modeling software. Students 
from both schools met via Google 
Hangouts and used other interactive 
collaborative tools to communicate with 
each other in real-time. They used 
calculus concepts to calculate costs 
involved in embroidering the design on 
apparel and painting a wallscape for each 
business. Their results were compiled into 
professional business presentations 
featuring the logo proposals. 
 
On March 25, the HHS Guidance 
Department hosted the 10th Annual 
College Fair at Hillsborough High School. 
Representatives from 140 colleges, 
universities, technical schools, and the 
military were represented at the fair, and 

(Continued on page 11) 
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hundreds of students and families attended 
the fair to gather information to help them 
with the important decisions facing them as 
they prepare for post-secondary pursuits. 
Over 30 National Honor Society students 
volunteered their time at the program and 
did a wonderful job helping set-up the fair, 
as well as assisting the representatives 
throughout the event. 
 
The Eastern Wind Symphony was just 
selected, by audition, to perform at the 
Midwest International Band and Orchestra 
Clinic in Chicago, IL. This signifies the 
highest achievement an ensemble can 
attain on the national performance 
stage. Founded in 1996, the EWS is the first 
adult band from NJ ever invited to this most 
prestigious event. Hillsborough faculty 
members of this ensemble include Marc 
Angelone, Nicholas Clipperton, Ciji Coates, 
Julie Haran, Carrie Lansberry and Beth 
Nichols. Hillsborough alumni include 

Jasmine Bloch-Krempels '01, Tom Coates 
'02, Brian Harvey '04, Jason Patti '05, 
Heather Beach Meelheim '06, & Valentine 
Kuntz '10. 
 
The students in Ms. Janet Billey's Medical 
Laboratory Techniques class were invited 
to tour the hospital clinical labs in the 
newly merged Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital at Somerset. The 
students, mostly seniors, were initially 
given an overview of the facilities they 
were to visit on the day before the 
scheduled field trip by two hospital 
technicians, and, on the day of the field 
trip, they toured through the Hematology, 
Clinical Chemistry, Microbiology, 
Pathology, and Histology departments, as 
well as the Blood Bank area. In each 
department, med techs described the 
procedures that were used to test patients' 
blood and urine samples and included an 
activity for the students, such as preparing 

a blood smear on a slide, blood typing, 
and conducting a pregnancy test on a 
urine sample. The highlight of the trip was 
when the pathologist, Dr. Sampson, 
explained a medical emergency to the 
students in which a woman was admitted 
to the hospital with severe abdominal 
pains. It was determined by a urine test 
that she was pregnant, but a fetus was not 
located in the uterus but in the spleen. Dr. 
Sampson described how he removed the 
spleen with the fetus attached and 
explained that this was one of only 
fourteen documented cases of this 
condition worldwide. Many HHS students 
returned truly excited about what they had 
learned and eager for their own pursuit of 
careers in the medical field. 
 
On behalf of the HHS Family, best wishes 
to the community for a wonderful spring! 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal (continued) 

Hillsborough Happenings Page 11 Hillsborough Happenings 

strutted their stuff down a “FUNway”. The 
excitement on the faces of students was 
apparent as they guessed clues and 
recognized some of their favorite 
characters such as: Pinkalicious, Captain 
Underpants, and The Cat in the Hat to 
name a few. A surprise appearance by 
Sparkee from the Somerset Patriots was 
especially exciting and a nice way to kick 
off the All Star Reading Program. 
Furthermore, the students thoroughly 
enjoyed the mayor of Hillsborough reading 
one of his favorite stories to them. The 
assembly culminated in students and staff 
reciting some classic storybook lines in a 
variety of voices. Celebrating the love of 
reading was definitely apparent in the 
month of March at HES! 
 
 

Leading up to Dr. Seuss’s birthday, the 
entire school population was encouraged 
to honor some memorable characters in 
the following ways: wear a hat for The Cat 
in the Hat, mix and match clothes for The 
Mixed-Up Chameleon, wear a buttoned 
shirt for Pete the Cat, and wear a shirt 
from a visited place for Flat Stanley. The 
weekly celebration culminated with each 
grade level wearing a different color to 
create our own HES rainbow in honor of 
Rainbow Fish and everyone “cozying up to 
a character” by wearing their comfiest 
clothes, choosing a great book, and 
reading in the hallway.  
 
The Read Across America celebration 
didn’t end there. Dressed as Thing 1 and 
Thing 2, Mrs. Krawski and Mrs. Fox led a 
school-wide assembly on March 13. At the 
assembly, the theme of Celebrating 
Classic Characters continued. As clues 
were read, many staff members dressed 
as recognizable characters emerged and 

especially Mrs. Moore’s 4th grade students 
who attended the ribbon-cutting, completely 
“gaga” with excitement! We are all very 
proud of T.J. for achieving his goal of 
becoming an Eagle Scout 
 
Read Across America 
This year to celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday, 
HES honored Read Across America in a 
FUN-tastic way by celebrating the 
characters from some of our favorite 
children’s books. Mrs. Krawski, the school’s 
Reading Specialist, encouraged all students 
in grades K-4 to create one of their favorite 
characters, list clues on a speech bubble, 
and provide a label of the character’s name. 
The response was overwhelming. Mrs. 
Krawski’s interactive bulletin board 
overflowed as creative characters lined the 
hallways. Throughout the month, students 
and teachers continued to enjoy looking at 
characters, reading clues, and lifting flaps to 
determine if their guesses were correct.   
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
May 25—No school 
May 29—HHS Theatre Presents Hillsborough Shorts 
June 8—Board of Education meeting 
June 17—4-Hour Student Session 
June 18—4-Hour Student Session, Last Day of School, Graduation 
June 22—Board of Education meeting 
             Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us for additional events and details.  

Life Skills—Mrs. Minda Maggio 

DeLeon, President of Steered Straight 
will be presenting his recently released 
documentary “An American Epidemic”. 
Michael will provide parents and 
students with local trends and current 
information and will be available for 
any questions during a Q & A session. 
   
Date:   Wednesday, May 27, 2015 
Time:   P izza  a t  6 :30PM and 
 Program starts at 7:00PM 
Place:  H i l l sbo rough Munic ipa l 
 B u i l d i n g — M u l t i p u r p o s e 
 Room 
 

ARE YOU A.W.A.R.E.? 
Are you aware that children who begin 
drinking before age 15 are four times 
more likely to become alcoholics than 
those who do not drink before age 21? 
Are you aware prescription medicines are 
now the most commonly abused drugs 
among 12 to 13 year olds. And are you 
aware that kids who learn about the risks 
of alcohol and drugs from their parents 
are significantly less likely to use drugs?   
 
Please join us for a night of awareness 
and education about the dangers of 
underage drinking, prescription drug 
abuse and other facts about dangerous 
drug trends in our community. Michael 

This FREE evening will include prizes 
and is open to all adults and kids 
ages 10 and up. 
 
This event is sponsored by Steered 
Straight Inc., the Governor’s Council 
on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse and 
the Hillsborough/Millstone Municipal 
All iance—Advocating Wellness 
through Addiction Resources and 
Education (A.W.A.R.E.). 
Registration is not required. For any 
questions, contact Minda Maggio at 
mmaggio@htps.us 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa Antunes (continued) 

 Be reasonable.  Support them when 
they need it. 

 
 Show your children that what they 

do is important to you.  Talk with 
them about their activities and 
interests.  Go to their games, Parents’ 
Day at school, drama presentations, 
and award ceremonies. 

 
 Express your values, but go 

beyond, “Do this.” or “I want you to do 
that.”  Describe the experiences that 
determined your values, the decisions 

you made to accept certain 
beliefs, the reasons behind your 
feelings. 

 
 Spend time together.  Share 

favorite activities. 
 
 Discuss problems without 

placing blame or commenting on 
a child’s character.  If children 
know a problem exists but they do 
not feel attacked, they are more 
likely to help look for a solution. 

 

 Demonstrate how much you 
care about your children.  Tell 
them every day they are terrific 
and that you love them, no 
matter what events occur 
throughout the day. 

 
If parents and educators both focus 
on ways to develop children’s self-
esteem, children are going to be 
more successful, build resiliency, and 
be happier all around! That is an 
outcome that benefits us all. 
 
 

 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

